Day 6. Sentence Simplification (2)

Passage 7

1. Which of the sentences below best expresses
the essential information in the highlighted
sentence in the passage? Incorrect choices
change the meaning in important ways or
leave out essential information.

A) An organization on climate change believes
that the increase in global temperature
was caused by greenhouse gas emissions
from industries in the late 20th century.

B) Global temperature has increased since the
mid-20th century because of increased
greenhouse gas emissions from human
activities, according to one organization.

C) A study by an organization suggests that
global warming started when the industrial
revolution produced a lot of factories and
machines that replaced human beings.

D) An organization has provided solid evidence
that the increase in average global
temperature didn’t happen until the mid-
20th century due to the population
explosion.

2. Which of the sentences below best expresses
the essential information in the highlighted
sentence in the passage? Incorrect choices
change the meaning in important ways or
leave out essential information.

A) There are people who suspect global
warming because of the evidence provided
by the world's eminent scientists.

B) World-class scientists have already collected
enough evidence to prove that the
phenomenon called global warming exists.

C) People don’t trust even world famous
scientists because they didn't provide
much evidence of their theories.

D) Some people still have doubts about global
warming even with a lot of supporting
evidence and opinions.

Global Warming

Global warming is the increase in the average temperature of
the Earth’s near-surface air and oceans over recent decades and
its projected continuation. Global average air temperatures near
the Earth’s surface have risen 0.74 + 0.18 °C over the past
century. 1 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) has concluded that “most of the observed increase in
globally averaged temperatures since the mid-20th century is
very likely due to the observed increase in anthropogenic
greenhouse gas concentrations via the greenhouse effect.”
Natural phenomena such as solar variation combined with
volcanoes probably had a small warming effect from pre-
industrial times until 1950, but have had a small cooling effect
since 1950. These basic conclusions have been endorsed by at
least 30 scientific societies and academies of science. 2
Interestingly, despite the ample evidence collected to support
global warming trends, as well as the support of these findings
by the world’s top scientists, there are still those who dismiss
the idea of the phenomenon. However, these naysayers tend to
be members of special interest groups who stand to lose money

if measures are taken to curtail global warming.




1. Which of the sentences below best expresses

the essential information in the highlighted
sentence in paragraph 2? Incorrect answer
choices change the meaning in important
ways or leave out essential information.

A) Only women were allowed to build these
shelters, which were difficult to construct
under desert climatic conditions.

B) The desert environment and constant
traveling of the tribe required that the
women stay behind to build the shelters.

C) The women of the tribe traveled widely to
gather materials in the desert in order to
construct shelters.

D) Built by female tribe members, these
dwellings were suited to the dry desert
conditions and the tribes’ frequent
movements.

. Which of the sentences below best expresses
the essential information in the highlighted
sentence in paragraph 3? Incorrect answer
choices change the meaning in important
ways or leave out essential information.

A) The tribes didn’t practice any sort of rituals
until they settled down and built multiple
sided dwellings of desert brush and wood.

B) Using natural materials, such as brush and
wood, the tribes settled down and built
shelters for performing rituals.

C) The shelters were used as homes after the
tribes settled down, but these multiple-
sided structures of wood and brush at first
were mostly for conducting rituals.

D) Rituals were not performed by the tribes
unless ready materials like wood and brush
were available for building their many-
sided structures.

Indian Dwellings
Of all of the tribes of Native Americans that peopled the
American Southwest, the Apache, Navajo, and Pueblo are three
of the best known. All three tribes have things in common such
as their skills at desert survival, basket and pottery production,
and a regular diet of corn, beans and squash, supplemented by
meat acquired through hunting expeditions. Another common
trait shared by these tribes is that they were able to create

dwellings suitable for life in a hot, dry climate.

The Apache were a fierce, nomadic tribe which ranged over a
wide area of the United States and Mexico. They were primarily
hunter-gatherers, though they did practice limited farming.
Their main type of dwelling was called a wickiup.

1 These shelters were built by the women of the tribe and were
perfectly suited to the arid environment and constant traveling
undertaken by the tribes. Wickiups were constructed of a
simple wooden frame covered with brush, a type of foliage
common in deserts. With such easily accessible materials,
wickups were abandoned and built anew when the tribes

created a new camp.

The Navajo, close relatives of the Apache, were originally a
nomadic tribe as well. They followed the buffalo, using dogs to
pull their belongings on travois, a triangle-shaped frame used to
carry heavy loads. Eventually, the Navajo followed the Pueblo
example and settled down to become farmers. As nomads, they
lived in simple, collapsible tents, but after becoming farmers,
they built hogans. 2 These multiple-sided, wood-framed, brush-
covered dwellings, built entirely of readily available desert
materials, were originally built for ritualistic purposes, but they
came to be used as homes once the Navajo became more

sedentary.

Perhaps the most famous of these three peoples are the Pueblo,
a term that applies to a collection of smaller tribes, including the
Zuni and the Hopi. The Pueblo were established southwestern
farmers who traded their harvests with other tribes such as the
Navajo and Apache. As the Pueblo were full-time farmers, they
needed permanent dwellings. Using bricks made of mud, the
Pueblo built homes into the sides of canyons and atop mesas,
flat-topped hills with steep walls common to the Southwest. The
fact that Pueblo structures remain is a testament to their

sturdiness.




1. The word chaotic in paragraph 1 is closest in
meaning to

A) certain

B) dangerous
C) variable
D) striking

2. The word method in paragraph 2 is closest in
meaning to

A) scope
B) mode
C) control
D) scheme

3. Which of the following best expresses the
essential information in the highlighted
sentence from paragraph 2? Incorrect answer
choices change the meaning in important ways
or leave out essential information.

A) Experienced meteorologists do not use
computer-generated models.

B)A variety of experiences help meteorologists
understand past weather conditions.

C) The best meteorologists use computers to
predict changes and shifts in weather
conditions.

D) Experienced meteorologists can be as
accurate as computers in making weather
predictions.

Weather Forecasting
Weather forecasting is the science in which atmospheric
activities and conditions are predicted. In the past, forecasters
watched nature for signs of the weather circumstances to come:
from migrating flocks of birds to the rise and fall of rivers. While
the observation of cycles in nature still plays a part in predicting
day-to-day weather conditions, meteorologists these days mainly
employ computational methods. These methods are based on
mathematical estimation, which in turn is based on compilations
of past and present data collected around the world. Modern
meteorology takes this data into account, particularly
temperature, humidity and wind patterns, to determine future
changes in weather patterns. However, because weather and
atmospheric conditions are chaotic and tend to change without

warning, the accuracy of modern forecasting is questionable.

Modern forecast methods are fairly accurate when it comes to
short-range predictions, but the longer the forecast, the more
chances there are that the forecasts are going to be incorrect.
The current method of mathematically calculating weather
conditions confines accurate predictions to about five days in
advance due to the chaotic nature of weather. Meteorologists
combine the results of computational data collection methods
with the actual atmospheric conditions occurring in the present.
Current information concerning the temperature, dew point, and
winds at various levels is gathered throughout the day all around
the world to provide clues that are compared to computer
models based on past conditions to come up with probable
weather patterns. However, though the science and
methodology of meteorological methods have improved, there
are still large gaps in the understanding of atmospheric and
weather-related activity. As a result, an experienced
meteorologist who has seen a great variety of weather
conditions and is knowledgeable about the changes and shifts
that they are likely to make stands nearly as good of a chance at
accurately predicting future weather conditions as a computer-

generated model does.




4. The word readily in paragraph 3 is closest in
meaning to

A) rigidly
B) easily
C) strikingly
D) remotely

5. The word they in paragraph 3 refers to

A) data

B) time, effort and money
C) regions

D) key locations

Geography poses as another obstacle to weather forecasting.
Predicting upcoming weather conditions is simply easier in
different parts of the world. Some regions of the globe provide
challenges in amassing data. For instance, the airspace above
high altitude mountain ranges is a difficult place to collect data
due to the fact that there are no observation areas established
on the highest peaks located in hard-to-reach areas. This lack of
data calls for the need to make a lot of educated guesses based
on the conditions surrounding such regions. Other areas lack
constant observation and data collection due to the constant lack
of changes in weather conditions. For example, in the middle of a
large desert, there are seldom drastic changes in weather
patterns, which means that weather trends in the area are
readily predicted. The time, effort, and money involved in
outfitting these remote regions with computerized
meteorological equipment, as well as the manpower required to
maintain the equipment, are not justified. On the whole, the data
for weather forecasting are not global and they are only amassed

from certain key locations around the world.

This brings us to another quandary in precisely forecasting the
weather since subtle factors can lead to large variations of
change when calculated computationally. As the science of
meteorology has made strides, meteorologists have come to
realize that the slightest changes in temperature, wind direction,
humidity, or any other of the atmospheric factors can totally
transform weather conditions in any number of ways. For
instance, a sudden wind shift due to a change in barometric
pressure at different degrees can alter a forecast in an instant.
Thus, when data is fed into a computerized weather model
prediction program, the meteorologist must try to take into
account these possible variations. With nature, however, the
climate variations are continuous and extremely unpredictable.
This makes the final results for a forecast, even a short-term
prediction, possibly incorrect. The infinite variation of factors that
influence weather and atmospheric conditions makes it

impossible for meteorology to ever become a truly accurate

science.
Paragraph Summary
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Directions: An introductory sentence for a brief summary of the passage is provided below. Complete

the summary by selecting the THREE answer choices that express the most important ideas in the

passage. Some sentences do not belong in the summary because they express ideas that are not

presented in the passage or are minor ideas in the passage. This question is worth 2 points.

There are several factors which make weather forecasting challenging.

Answer Choices

A) Forecasting methods have changed very little
over the years.

B) Small changes in the atmosphere can cause
significant changes in weather and
computer-generated predictions.

C) Accurate weather predictions can only be
made for the near future since weather
changes rapidly.

D) Mountainous areas are particularly hard to
forecast due to the constant condition
changes.

E) Experienced meteorologists can make fairly
accurate predictions based on their
experience.

F) Location has a strong effect on the
collection of data.
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Global Warming
Global warming is the increase in the average temperature of
the Earth’s near-surface air and oceans over recent decades and
its projected continuation. Global average air temperatures near
the Earth's surface have risen 0.74 + 0.18 °C over the past
century. 1 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) has concluded that “most of the observed increase in
globally averaged temperatures since the mid-20th century is
very likely due to the observed increase in anthropogenic
greenhouse gas concentrations via the greenhouse effect.”
Natural phenomena such as solar variation combined with
volcanoes probably had a small warming effect from pre-
industrial times until 1950, but have had a small cooling effect
since 1950. These basic conclusions have been endorsed by at
least 30 and academies of science.

scientific  societies
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2 Interestingly, despite the ample evidence collected to support
global warming trends, as well as the support of these findings
by the world's top scientists, there are still those who dismiss the
idea of the phenomenon. However, these naysayers tend to be
members of special interest groups who stand to lose money if
measures are taken to curtail global warming.

1. Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential
information in the highlighted sentence in the passage?
Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or
leave out essential information.

A) An organization on climate change believes that the
increase in global temperature was caused by greenhouse
gas emissions from industries in the late 20th century.

B) Global temperature has increased since the mid-20th

century because of increased greenhouse gas emissions

from human activities, according to one organization.

C) A study by an organization suggests that global warming
started when the industrial revolution produced a lot of
factories and machines that replaced human beings.

D) An organization has provided solid evidence that the
increase in average global temperature didn't happen until
the mid-20th century due to the population explosion.

2. Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential
information in the highlighted sentence in the passage?
Incorrect choices change the meaning in important ways or
leave out essential information.

A) There are people who suspect global warming because of
the evidence provided by the world's eminent scientists.

B) World-class scientists have already collected enough
evidence to prove that the phenomenon called global
warming exists.

C) People don't trust even world famous scientists because
they didn't provide much evidence of their theories.

D) Some people still have doubts about global warming
even with a lot of supporting evidence and opinions.
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Indian Dwellings
Of all of the tribes of Native Americans that peopled the
American Southwest, the Apache, Navajo, and Pueblo are three
of the best known. All three tribes have things in common such

as their skills at desert survival, basket and pottery production,

and a regular diet of corn, beans and squash, supplemented by
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meat acquired through hunting expeditions. Another common
trait shared by these tribes is that they were able to create

dwellings suitable for life in a hot, dry climate.

The Apache were a fierce, nomadic tribe which ranged over a
wide area of the United States and Mexico. They were primarily
hunter-gatherers, though they did practice limited farming. Their
main type of dwelling was called a wickiup. 1 These shelters
were built by the women of the tribe and were perfectly suited
to the arid environment and constant traveling undertaken by
the tribes. Wickiups were constructed of a simple wooden
frame covered with brush, a type of foliage common in deserts.
With such easily accessible materials, wickiups were abandoned

and built anew when the tribes created a new camp.

The Navajo, close relatives of the Apache, were originally a
nomadic tribe as well. They followed the buffalo, using dogs to
pull their belongings on travois, a triangle-shaped frame used to
carry heavy loads. Eventually, the Navajo followed the Pueblo
example and settled down to become farmers. As nomads, they
lived in simple, collapsible tents, but after becoming farmers,
they built hogans. 2 These multiple-sided, wood-framed, brush-
covered dwellings, built entirely of readily available desert
materials, were originally built for ritualistic purposes, but they
came to be used as homes once the Navajo became more

sedentary.

Perhaps the most famous of these three peoples are the Pueblo,
a term that applies to a collection of smaller tribes, including the
Zuni and the Hopi. The Pueblo were established southwestern
farmers who traded their harvests with other tribes such as the
Navajo and Apache. As the Pueblo were full-time farmers, they
needed permanent dwellings. Using bricks made of mud, the
Pueblo built homes into the sides of canyons and atop mesas,
flat-topped hills with steep walls common to the Southwest. The
fact that Pueblo structures remain is a testament to their

sturdiness.

1. Which of the sentences below best expresses the essential
information in the highlighted sentence in paragraph 2?
Incorrect answer choices change the meaning in important

ways or leave out essential information.

A) Only women were allowed to build these shelters, which were
difficult to construct under desert climatic conditions.

B) The desert environment and constant traveling of the tribe
required that the women stay behind to build the shelters.

C) The women of the tribe traveled widely to gather materials in
the desert in order to construct shelters.

D) Built by female tribe members, these dwellings were

suited to the dry desert conditions and the tribes’ frequent

movements.
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MET} Fake|o] QICt. Incorrect answer choices change the meaning in important
ways or leave out essential information.

A BEEE2 50| ¥ASED desert brush@t LEEZ THS0{El | A) The tribes didn't practice any sort of rituals until they settled
oo Mg J1El F=AXIE A7| MK ofH E29| oAl down and built multiple sided dwellings of desert brush and
SHSIR| URULE wood.

B) HEEL2 £0|Lt LI Z2 KO MEBES AMRSIA HASH | B) Using natural materials, such as brush and wood, the tribes
1 oAlg it 4= Q= FEAHX|IES X|QUCE settled down and built shelters for performing rituals.

O FAHX|= BEFE50| &S S0l= o2 AEE|UX|2E &1} | C) The shelters were used as homes after the tribes settled
L1222 OLEE0Z B2 HE 71X HEE2 M20= F2 oAl down, but these multiple-sided structures of wood and
2 ssl= brush at first were mostly for conducting rituals.

D) Rituals were not performed by the tribes unless ready
materials like wood and brush were available for building

their many-sided structures.
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Y| o Weather Forecasting
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temperature, humidity and wind patterns, to determine future
changes in weather patterns. However, because weather and
atmospheric conditions are chaotic and tend to change without
warning, the accuracy of modern forecasting is questionable.

Modern forecast methods are fairly accurate when it comes to
short-range predictions, but the longer the forecast, the more
chances there are that the forecasts are going to be incorrect.
The current method of mathematically calculating weather
conditions confines accurate predictions to about five days in
advance due to the chaotic nature of weather. Meteorologists
combine the results of computational data collection methods
with the actual atmospheric conditions occurring in the present.
Current information concerning the temperature, dew point, and
winds at various levels is gathered throughout the day all around
the world to provide clues that are compared to computer
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models based on past conditions to come up with probable
though the
methodology of meteorological methods have improved, there

weather patterns.  However, science and
are still large gaps in the understanding of atmospheric and
activity. As a
meteorologist who has seen a great variety of weather
conditions and is knowledgeable about the changes and shifts

that they are likely to make stands nearly as good of a chance at

weather-related result, an experienced

accurately predicting future weather conditions as a computer-
generated model does.

Geography poses as another obstacle to weather forecasting.
Predicting upcoming weather conditions is simply easier in
different parts of the world. Some regions of the globe provide
challenges in amassing data. For instance, the airspace above
high altitude mountain ranges is a difficult place to collect data
due to the fact that there are no observation areas established
on the highest peaks located in hard-to-reach areas. This lack of
data calls for the need to make a lot of educated guesses based
on the conditions surrounding such regions. Other areas lack
constant observation and data collection due to the constant
lack of changes in weather conditions. For example, in the
middle of a large desert, there are seldom drastic changes in
weather patterns, which means that weather trends in the area
are readily predicted. The time, effort, and money involved in
with
meteorological equipment, as well as the manpower required to

outfitting  these remote  regions computerized
maintain the equipment, are not justified. On the whole, the data
for weather forecasting are not global and are only

amassed from certain key locations around the world.

This brings us to another quandary in precisely forecasting the
weather since subtle factors can lead to large variations of
change when calculated computationally. As the science of
meteorology has made strides, meteorologists have come to
realize that the slightest changes in temperature, wind direction,
humidity, or any other of the atmospheric factors can totally
transform weather conditions in any number of ways. For
instance, a sudden wind shift due to a change in barometric
pressure at different degrees can alter a forecast in an instant.
Thus, when data is fed into a computerized weather model
prediction program, the meteorologist must try to take into
account these possible variations. With nature, however, the
climate variations are continuous and extremely unpredictable.
This makes the final results for a forecast, even a short-term
prediction, possibly incorrect. The infinite variation of factors that
influence weather and atmospheric conditions makes it
impossible for meteorology to ever become a truly accurate

science.

1. The word chaotic in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to
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A) certain
B) dangerous
C) variable

D) striking

2. The word method in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to

A) scope
B) mode
C) control
D) scheme

3. Which of the following best expresses the essential
information in the highlighted sentence from paragraph 2?
Incorrect answer choices change the meaning in important
ways or leave out essential information.

A) Experienced meteorologists do not use computer-generated
models.

B) A variety of experiences help meteorologists understand past
weather conditions.

C) The best meteorologists use computers to predict changes
and shifts in weather conditions.

D) Experienced meteorologists can be as accurate as

computers in making weather predictions.

4. The word readily in paragraph 3 is closest in meaning to

A) rigidly
B) easily
Q) strikingly
D) remotely

5. The word they in paragraph 3 refers to

A) data
B) time, effort and money

C) regions
D) key locations

6. Directions: An introductory sentence for a brief summary of
the passage is provided below. Complete the summary by
selecting the THREE answer choices that express the most
important ideas in the passage, Some sentences do not
belong in the summary because they express ideas that are
not presented in the passage or are minor ideas in the
passage. This question is worth 2 points.

There are several factors which make weather forecasting
challenging.

¢ B) Small changes in the atmosphere can cause
significant changes in weather and computer-
generated predictions.

» C) Accurate weather predictions can only be made for




| | the near future since weather changes rapidly.
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BSCt A) Forecasting methods have changed very little over the years.
E) 4ol B

2t5t | D) Mountainous areas are particularly hard to forecast due to

ALCL the constant condition changes.

E) Experienced meteorologists can make fairly accurate
predictions based on their experience.
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