Day 12. Lecture _ Inference (II)
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Typical Questions
*  What does the professor imply about ~?
*  What can be inferred from the professor’s explanation about ~?
*  What is the relationship between A and B?

*  What is the professor going to discuss next?
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@ Practice.

Passage3: History
[Note-Taking]

1. What is the lecture mainly about?

(A)  Sumerian writing and its influence

(B)  The Sumerian government and how it functioned
(C)  Sumerian society and its eventual downfall

(D) A Sumerian invention and how it improved farming in Sumer

2.  Which of the following are major achievements of Sumerian civilization? Click 2 answers.?
(A) Invention of the wheel

(B)  Effective farming practices

(C)  Establishment of a complex governmental system

(D)  Highly decorative artwork

3.  Why does the professor mention that Sumerian writing was the first system of writing?
(A)  To show the students the advanced nature of Sumerian society

(B)  To disprove the popular notion that Sumer was a primitive society

(C)  To introduce a point about how well-educated Sumer’s leaders were

(D)  To contrast the Sumerians to the Akkadians, who did not have a writing system

4. What were the steps that led to a build up of salt in Sumerian soil? Click on the step
below and then click on the corresponding number in the right column of the table.

(A) Salt appeared on the surface of the soil.

(B) Canals carried water from rivers to fields.

(C)  Standing water evaporated.

(D) The farmers did not let the land rest.



1 (B)
2 (©)
3 (A)
4 (D)

5. What can be inferred about salt from the lecture?

(A)  Salt from the soil was seeping into rivers that Sumerians drank from.
(B)  When vegetables absorb too much salt, it can be harmful to humans.
(C)  An abundance of salt in the ground prevents crop growth.

(D)  Salt encourages the growth of certain plants but not others
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Passage4: Socialogy

[Note-Taking]



1.

(A)
(B)
©
(D)

What is the discussion mainly about?

The problem of starvation in the world today
The threat of overpopulation to the world
The global impact of China’s social policies

The recent growth of Britain’s population

What can be inferred about Thomas Malthus?
He founded a new branch of psychology.
He contributed to the development of studies in agricultural harvesting methods.
He developed a theory that awakened people to the possibility of Earth’s
overpopulation.

He excelled in the field of economics and became famous for his economic policies.

According to the speaker, what will have a significant impact on future population
growth?

Ban on free trade of food among countries

Lack of medical and agricultural development

People choosing to have fewer children

Earth’s inability to produce food.

According to the lecture, what will happen to the world’s population?
It will continue to double every forty years.

It will begin to decrease in the next ten years.

It will start to grow at a dangerously fast rate.

It will increase at a slower rate than it has been.

What will the class most likely discuss next?

Ways to counteract the problem of overpopulation
Some of Thomas Malthus’ other theories about society
The specific problems that overpopulation can cause

The effects of overpopulation in Thomas Malthus' time
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practice 3

P: Has anyone here heard of Sumer? Well, I know some of you have probably heard the name
before... but what I really mean is do any of you know what Sumer was? Not really? Well, Sumer
was an amazing civilization that began taking shape around 3000 B.C. It was a class-based society
that had people who performed all of the functions of a major civilization. We’re talking leaders,
merchants, field workers, and everything else here. It was very advanced. In fact, it is the society
that invented the wheel and began using it in transportation. Yes, I know that you thought that
the cavemen did this, but it was actually the Sumerians. They came up with the wheel while
creating artwork and then began applying the concept to carts and other things. Quite innovative
to say the least. Sumerian writing is also the oldest known form of writing, which probably helped
Sumer develop intricate governmental and judicial systems. Organized schools were even
developed for students to learn writing and other disciplines. All in all, Sumerian society was quite
sophisticated. But that sophistication didn’t stop Sumer from collapsing due to overfarming. That’s
right... due to overfarming.

To begin with, the Sumerians were dealing with flooding. The major rivers in Sumer were above
the farmers’ fields, which meant that it was easy for water to overflow and destroy the crops. The
Sumerians handled this pretty well, however, and began building embankments to hold back the
water. But they still had to deal with how to get water to their crops now that the rivers were
prevented from reaching them. And the farmers ended up building an interesting irrigation
system involving canals leading from the river. Once again, Sumer was doing quite well and
handling situations in a sophisticated manner. But the water from the canals ended up just sitting
in the fields where it then evaporated, leaving a lot of salt on the surface of the land. This meant
that the farmers had to stop using the land for awhile before planting again. I mean, without
doing this, there would be no way for the salt to disappear because the farmers would have to
water the crops to make them grow... and this would mean that more salt would build up and it
wouldn’t be able to move back into the ground. And the amazing thing is that the farmers knew
this... They knew that, if they kept farming, the salt problem would just become worse and worse.
Unfortunately, the Sumerian leaders did not-or rather did not want to listen to what the farmers
were saying-and they, consequently, told the farmers that they must continue farming the land to

meet the civilization’s food demands. So, the farmers kept farming, and the land became worse.
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was weakened, and the Akkadians took advantage of this fact around 2300 B.C. They took over
L}.

the kingdom, but this did not stop the decline in land quality that plagued Mesopotamia, the

began fighting with each other and with the government, and the leadership lost control. I mean
this very organized society pretty much became a chaotic free-for-all. As you can imagine, Sumer

Eventually, Sumerians pretty much became impoverished and even desperate. As a result, they

area where Sumer was located.
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practice 4

Listen to part of a discussion in a sociology class.

P : Yesterday, we were talking about the changes in society over the last several decades. Of
course, population plays a key role in the development of any society. Today, we’ll look at the
effects of overpopulation... I'll explain what I mean by that. In 1798, British economist Thomas
Malthus-that’s M-AL-T-HU-S, who by the way-published his “Essay on the Principle of Population.”
It set off a debate that continues even today. Malthus revealed in his studies of population
growth that the number of people would soon outpace the planet’s ability to produce food.

S 1:I'm sorry, but I don’t understand. Uh, what do you mean by “outpace the planet’s ability to
supply food" here?

P : Well, to put it in other words, famine or starvation is inevitable in the future. Although
Malthus” predictions haven’'t come true-yet, that is!-the possibility of overpopulation continues to
be debated in many branches of the social sciences. So in Malthus" view, overpopulation means
"humans in numbers requiring more resources than are available.” As we all know, the world’s
population is growing fast! At the beginning of the seventeenth century, global population was
estimated to be around 600 million. By the beginning of the twentieth century, that number was a
little over 1.5 billion. Advances in medicine and agriculture during the last few hundred years are
credited for helping more people live on Earth and live longer, too. The downside of that is that
by 1960, the population had doubled to 3 billion. By the beginning of 2000, the number had
doubled again to the present figure of 6 billion. Anyone feeling crowded yet?

S 2 : So are scientists concerned about what will happen if this growth continues? I mean there’s
no way we can support ourselves if, um, our population keeps doubling like that, right?

P : Yes, that's true... but experts don’t believe that this rate of growth will continue. Although
technology will continue to save lives and extend life spans, researchers believe that people

are choosing to have fewer children. That will have a significant impact on population growth. In
fact, China has had a “one child” policy for some time now. The Earth’s population won’t decrease,
probably, but neither will it double again.

S 2 : Oh, well, how fast do they think population will grow then if it's not going to double? Do
they think that the growth will be fairly slow?

P : Yes, current estimates suggest that we will add only a couple more billion people every

twenty-five years. We are constantly developing better ways to grow and harvest food, making



the Earth better able to accommodate population increases. So, while some social scientists,

including me, remain concerned about overpopulation, the vast majority of experts believe that

the Earth’s resources are sufficient to cope with the demands of a huge population. Although

Thomas Malthus is given due credit for having pioneered the study of population, few scientists

today share his concerns that the Earth is in imminent danger of overpopulation.. For today’s

discussion, I'd like you and your groups to talk about options that might prevent overpopulation.

We’'ll get back together in about 10 minutes. Please take notes and be ready to share your ideas

with the class.
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