Day 15. Prose Summary (1)

1. Question Type
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2. Typical Question

An introductory sentence for a brief summary of
the passage is provided below. Complete the
summary by selecting the THREE answer choices
that express the most important ideas in the
passage. Some sentences do not belong in the
summary because they express ideas that are not_
presented in the passage or are minor ideas in the
passage. This question is worth 2 points.

Elderly travelers over sixty years old have various reasons
for choosing cruises rather than other types of tours.
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3. Learning Strategies
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5. Practice

2. (A) Working conditions in the early British textile factories were brutal. (B) Children, men, and women regularly
worked 68-hour workweeks. (C) Factories were often poorly ventilated and became very hot in the summer. (D)
Worker health and safety regulations were non-existent, and those who suffered debilitating injuries from work
were simply dismissed without any compensation.

5. (A) Bird bills are modified in various ways to help birds obtain and handle food. (B) Nectar-feeders, like hummingbirds,
have long thin bills, which they insert into flower blossoms, and tubular or brush—like tongues that are specially
designed for drawing up nectar. (C) Meat-eating birds, including owls, eagles, and shrikes, have strong, hooked bills
that they can use to rip flesh. (D) A lot of fish-eating birds, such as merganser ducks, have tooth-like ridges on their
bills for helping to hold on to their slippery prey. (E) The thick bills and strong jaw muscles of different finches and
sparrows are perfect for crushing seeds, their food of choice.

Passage 2

Fossil Dating

Nineteenth-century geologists could only create a relative geologic timescale when dating fossils. A relative dating
technigue measures geologic time by observing the various rock strata, or layers. When fossils are put in order, from
those found near the surface to those found embedded in deeper rock layers, there is a general order to the findings.
The upper layers are from more recent periods in time, while the deeper layers predate them. Furthermore, fossils get
more complex as time passes, presenting the developmental steps of various species over time. Therefore, upon
discovering fossils embedded in rock strata, geologists can determine the relative ages of their findings by comparing
them to the layers surrounding them.




However, since there was no completely accurate way to date rocks, these dating techniques could only use fossil
content to determine which layers were older or younger. Therefore, these techniques put rocks only in their

chronological order without indicating the actual date when an event took place.

Since such relative dating techniques are likely to result in erroneous estimates of fossil dates, absolute dating methods
like radiometric dating techniques were developed in the late 1940s. Radiometric dating, which involves analyzing
series of isotopes of elements such as uranium and lead, works by identifying the relative proportions of any two
compounds. These elements all have very long lives, lasting from 1 to 50 million years, and they allow scientists to
approximate the age of a fossil that can’t be dated using relative dating techniques. Both absolute and relative dating

techniques are used today, supplementing each other for higher accuracy.

Directions: An introductory sentence for a brief summary of the passage is provided below. Complete the
summary by selecting the THREE answer choices that express the most important ideas in the passage. Some
sentences do not belong in the summary because they express ideas that are not presented in the passage or are

minor ideas in the passage. This question is worth 2 points.

Fossil dating has traditionally been done by making relative estimations, and in modern times, it has been
supplemented by chemical analyses.

Answer Choices

A) Rock strata are layers of rock that contain D) By analyzing naturally-occurring elements,
fossils from the earliest periods of the Earth, nineteenth-century scientists devised an
and they can be analyzed for their content. absolute way of determining the age of a
fossil.
B) The earliest techniques for fossil dating were E) The first attempts at creating geologic
based on comparisons between fossils and timescales could only place events in
rock layers. chronological order but not give specific
event dates.
C) Fossils show that organisms evolve and F)  Absolute methods for dating fossils were
become more complex over time, providing developed, and now they are used in

support for evolutionary theory. conjunction with relative dating.




Passage 3

Landscape Architecture
When people think of architecture, they rarely envision plants, parks, and gardens, but an architectural specialty known as
landscape gardening or landscape architecture has little to do with building construction. Rather, landscape architects arrange
both natural and cultivated land elements, including hills, valleys, rivers, ponds, trees, grass, and flowers.

Various forms of landscape architecture have existed since 3000 B.C.E. or even earlier. The ancient Egyptians planted gardens
inside courtyards and walled enclosures, and over time they gradually became formal gardens designed to emphasize such
features as artificial ponds and orchards. Other important civilizations, including the Babylonians, Assyrians, Persians, and
Greeks, planned and constructed formal gardens with the help of landscape planners.

In Europe, landscape architecture began to emerge as a true art form during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. As kings
and nobles built large palaces for themselves and their families, they often employed professional architects to design
immense formal gardens. During this period, many of the gardens were symmetrical and organized. Shrubbery and
ornamental trees were carefully trimmed and planted in straight rows, and flowerbeds, ponds, and sculptures all fit into
regimented plans. Formal gardens became even more elaborate and complex during the seventeenth century.

During the twentieth century, landscape architecture underwent additional changes. Prominent architects in the first half of
the century believed that structures should blend in with their surroundings. During the second half of the century, the focus
of landscape architecture shifted primarily to large-scale public projects and away from private gardens. Many landscape
architects now work with city, state, or national governments to design green areas inside cities. In the United States, the
growth of urban areas has given landscape architects new opportunities to practice their art, as they shape the environments

in which growing numbers of people live, work, and relax.

Directions: An introductory sentence for a brief summary of the passage is provided below. Complete the
summary by selecting the THREE answer choices that express the most important ideas in the passage. Some
sentences do not belong in the summary because they express ideas that are not presented in the passage or are
minor ideas in the passage. This question is worth 2 points.

Landscape architecture is a long running tradition of manipulating the natural and cultivated elements off human
environments.

Answer Choices

A) Landscape architecture reached its peak as an D) Contemporary landscape architects provide
art form in Europe. city dwellers with beautiful buildings in which
to live, work, and relax.
B) Modern landscape architecture is done on a E) Most ancient civilizations applied landscape
very grand scale. architecture to create courtyard gardens.
C) From the fifteenth through seventeenth F)  Egyptian formal gardens featured elements
centuries, the European nobility fostered more such as ponds and trees.

sophisticated landscape architecture.
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Fossil Dating
Nineteenth-century geologists could only create a relative
geologic timescale when dating fossils. A relative dating
technique measures geologic time by observing the various
rock strata, or layers. When fossils are put in order, from
those found near the surface to those found embedded in
deeper rock layers, there is a general order to the findings.

The upper layers are from more recent periods in time,
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while the deeper layers predate them. Furthermore, fossils

get more complex as time passes, presenting the

developmental steps of various species over time.
Therefore, upon discovering fossils embedded in rock
strata, geologists can determine the relative ages of their
findings by comparing them to the layers surrounding

them.

However, since there was no completely accurate way to
date rocks, these dating techniques could only use fossil
content to determine which layers were older or younger.
Therefore, these techniques put rocks only in their
chronological order without indicating the actual date when

an event took place.

Since such relative dating techniques are likely to result in
erroneous estimates of fossil dates, absolute dating
methods like radiometric dating techniques were developed
in the late 1940s. Radiometric dating, which involves
analyzing series of isotopes of elements such as uranium
and lead, works by identifying the relative proportions of
any two compounds. These elements all have very long
lives, lasting from 1 to 50 million years, and they allow
scientists to approximate the age of a fossil that can’t be
dated using relative dating techniques. Both absolute and
relative dating techniques are used today, supplementing

each other for higher accuracy.

Directions: An introductory sentence for a brief summary
of the passage is provided below. Complete the summary
by selecting the THREE answer choices that best express
important ideas in the passage. Some sentences do not
belong in the summary because they express ideas that are
not presented in the passage or are minor ideas in the

passage. This question is worth 2 points.

Fossil dating has traditionally been done by making
relative estimations, and in modern times, it has been

supplemented by chemical analyses.
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* B) The earliest techniques for fossil dating were
based on comparisons between fossils and rock
layers.

* E) The first attempts at creating geologic timescales
could only place events in chronological order
but not give specific event dates.

* F) Absolute methods for dating fossils were

developed, and now they are used in

conjunction with relative dating.
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A) Rock strata are layers of rock that contain fossils from
the earliest periods of the Earth, and they can be
analyzed for their content.

C) Fossils show that organisms evolve and become more
complex over time, providing support for evolutionary
theory.

D) By analyzing naturally-occurring elements, nineteenth-
century scientists devised an absolute way of determining
the age of a fossil.
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Landscape Architecture
When people think of architecture, they rarely envision
plants, parks, and gardens, but an architectural specialty
known as landscape gardening or landscape architecture
little to do with building Rather,
landscape architects arrange both natural and cultivated

has construction.
land elements, including hills, valleys, rivers, ponds, trees,
grass, and flowers.

Various forms of landscape architecture have existed since
3000 B.C.E. or even earlier. The ancient Egyptians planted
gardens inside courtyards and walled enclosures, and over
time they gradually became formal gardens designed to
emphasize such features as artificial ponds and orchards.
Other important civilizations, including the Babylonians,
Assyrians, Persians, and Greeks, planned and constructed
formal gardens with the help of landscape planners.

In Europe, landscape architecture began to emerge as a
true art form during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.
As kings and nobles built large palaces for themselves and
their families, they often employed professional architects
to design immense formal gardens. During this period,
many of the gardens were symmetrical and organized.
Shrubbery and ornamental trees were carefully trimmed
and planted in straight rows, and flowerbeds, ponds, and
sculptures all fit into regimented plans. Formal gardens
became even more elaborate and complex during the
seventeenth century.

During the twentieth century, landscape architecture
underwent additional changes. Prominent architects in the
first half of the century believed that structures should

blend in with their surroundings. During the second half of
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the century, the focus of landscape architecture shifted
primarily to large-scale public projects and away from
private gardens. Many landscape architects now work with
city, state, or national governments to design green areas
inside cities. In the United States, the growth of urban
areas has given landscape architects new opportunities to
practice their art, as they shape the environments in which
growing numbers of people live, work, and relax.

Directions: An introductory sentence for a brief summary
of the passage is provided below. Complete the summary

S 2MHBHA by selecting the THREE answer choices that best express
MAIE| R AUpAHLE X|E2| X|EHQ HES EJHSLY| important ideas in the passage. Some sentences do not
20 Q20| Zetz|X| YU=Ct of 2xjo HEHL2 belong in the summary because they express ideas that are
2% o/} not presented in the passage or are minor ideas in the
passage. This question is worth 2 points.
ZA=2 XAXQ 49 QX QAEZ CHEE 28 | Landscape architecture is a long running tradition of
X|&E HESo|ct manipulating the natural and cultivated elements off
human environments.
e B) GIfj =ZA2 2=z sHs|FICE * B) Modern landscape architecture is done on a very
* C) 15MI7I0llM 17M17] Ato[o] /& HFSO| EHF grand scale.
HMust xZA=0| WME ERSHICT ¢ C) From the fifteenth through seventeenth
«E) I 2EHOME H™elS 2t = O =ZA=0]| centuries, the European nobility fostered more
A2 E| QL. sophisticated landscape architecture.
¢ E) Most ancient civilizations applied landscape
A) =ZH=E o= AX|o| o|=&IC| architecture to create courtyard gardens.
D) #iff A2 TAl AFONAH HFstn, Z2ESED, | A) Landscape architecture reached its peak as an art form
FHE FE = Us OLECHR HEES MITC in Europe.
F) O] EQ| Helo| HEle= LIEQ HE0| EXO|ALCE D) Contemporary landscape architects provide city dwellers

with beautiful buildings in which to live, work, and relax.
F) Egyptian formal gardens featured elements such as
ponds and trees.
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