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Direction: Read the question below. You have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay.

Typically, an effective response will contain a minimum of 300 words.

Question:
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

People should buy domestic products even though the products are more expensive than

foreign products.

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Outline

Essay




Agree >> Intro

Some people might say that buying domestic products is not rational behavior if those
domestic products are more expensive than foreign products. However, I am convinced that
people should buy domestic goods even if the products are more expensive than products
made in foreign countries. The reason for this is that domestic products are not only

convenient to use, but also safer and better.

Agree >> Bodyl

First of all, domestic products are convenient to use. For example, when I graduated
from high school, my parents bought me a Japanese laptop. Although my parents
recommended that I buy a laptop made by one of the domestic companies in Korea, I
decided to buy a Japanese laptop that was cheaper than a domestic one. But, I had a lot of
problems whenever the laptop broke down. One of them was after-sales service. Repair shops
were located in only two places in Seoul, and those shops were too far away from my place.
Second, the cost of repairing my laptop was too high. The staff at the repair shop told me
that every laptop component had to be imported from Japan. If I had bought a laptop made

by a domestic company, I could have received better after-sales service.

Agree >> Body2

Moreover, domestic products are safer and better than overseas products. For example,
bananas imported from overseas countries take a long time to arrive in my country, so
chemicals are often added to bananas transported by ship in order to slow down the rate at
which the bananas spoil. Of course, these bananas can be very harmful to consumers’ health.
On the other hand, bananas cultivated domestically do not contain those harmful chemicals
because the bananas can be transported to the market within a short period time.
Furthermore, as the banana keeps its freshness, it tastes better. Thus, it makes sense to say
that people should purchase domestic products even though the products are more expensive

than overseas products.

Agree >> Conclusion

In conclusion, I strongly agree with the given statement for the reasons mentioned above.
It seems like a rational decision to buy products based on their prices. However, sometimes
prices alone cannot satisfy consumers’ needs. You get what you pay for! People should buy

domestic products even though they are more expensive than foreign products.




Disagree >> Intro

Some people might say that we are under an obligation to buy domestic products in
order to boost the national economy regardless of the prices of the products. However, I am
convinced that people should not buy domestic goods if the products are more expensive
than products made in foreign countries. The reason for this is that buying expensive

domestic products may affect the national economy and producers in a negative way.

Disagree >> Bodyl

To begin with, the effort to use expensive domestic products may damage the national
economy. In the 1960s, for example, the Korean government encouraged its people to buy
cars manufactured by domestic car companies. They believed that this helped Korean
companies accumulate capital to spend on R&D and facility investment. Contrary to their
expectation, Korean car companies did not develop their products. They did not have any
incentive to make their cars better simply because Korean consumers were willing to buy their
cars that were much more expensive than American cars. As the companies did not invest in
car engines, car design, and new product development, their products increasingly lost
popularity in the world market and could not compete with other superior foreign car

manufacturers. This loss of competitiveness had negative effects on the national economy.

Disagree >> Body2

In addition to this, buying expensive domestic products will end up ruining those who
make the products. Oranges that used to be grown on Jeju Island in Korea are a good
example of this. In the past, many farmer’s on Jeju Island used to raise oranges. Since the
government put a ban on the import of oranges to protect local farmers who grew them,
Korean people had to buy Jeju oranges although the prices were much higher than those
produced in California. The problem with this policy was that consumers gradually stopped
eating Jeju oranges because the prices were too high. As soon as consumers stopped eating
the oranges, the farmers could not find places to sell their produce. They ultimately went
bankrupt. The farmers should have stopped growing oranges that would never win in a price
competition with California oranges. However, they constantly made the reckless investment.

This made it harder for them to quit the business, thus exacerbating the problem.




Disagree >> Body3

In conclusion, I strongly disagree with the given statement for the reasons mentioned
above. Some may argue that the use of domestic products allows many Korean companies to
earn money to enhance their competitiveness in the world market. But, they are very naive. In

reality, no one will attempt to make their goods better if people continue to buy them.
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M : People should buy domestic products even though the products are more expensive than

foreign products.
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Some people might say that buying domestic
products is not rational behavior if those
domestic products are more expensive than
foreign products. However, I am convinced that
people should buy domestic goods even if the
products are more expensive than products made
in foreign countries. The reason for this is that
domestic products are not only convenient to use,
but also safer and better.

First of all, domestic products are convenient to
use. For example, when I graduated from high
school, my parents bought me a Japanese laptop.
Although my parents recommended that I buy a
laptop made by one of the domestic companies in
Korea, I decided to buy a Japanese laptop that
was cheaper than a domestic one. But, I had a lot
of problems whenever the laptop broke down.
One of them was after-sales service. Repair shops
were located in only two places in Seoul, and
those shops were too far away from my place.
Second, the cost of repairing my laptop was too
high. The staff at the repair shop told me that
every laptop component had to be imported from
Japan. If I had bought a laptop made by a
domestic company, I could have received better

after-sales service.

Moreover, domestic products are safer and better
than overseas products. For example, bananas
imported from overseas countries take a long time
to arrive in my country, so chemicals are often
added to bananas transported by ship in order to
slow down the rate at which the bananas spoil. Of
course, these bananas can be very harmful to
consumers’ health. On the other hand, bananas
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cultivated domestically do not contain those
harmful chemicals because the bananas can be
transported to the market within a short period
time. Furthermore, as the banana keeps its
freshness, it tastes better. Thus, it makes sense to
say that people should purchase domestic
products even though the products are more
expensive than overseas products.

In conclusion, I strongly agree with the given
statement for the reasons mentioned above. It
seems like a rational decision to buy products
based on their prices. However, sometimes prices
alone cannot satisfy consumers’ needs. You get
what you pay for! People should buy domestic
products even though they are more expensive
than foreign products.
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Some people might say that we are under an
obligation to buy domestic products in order to
boost the national economy regardless of the
prices of the products. However, I am convinced
that people should not buy domestic goods if the
products are more expensive than products made
in foreign countries. The reason for this is that
buying expensive domestic products may affect
the national economy and producers in a negative

way.

To begin with, the effort to use expensive
domestic products may damage the national
economy. In the 1960s, for example, the Korean
government encouraged its people to buy cars
manufactured by domestic car companies. They




ZHOHX| EACE 152 EHedl o=l
2H|AS0| 0= ASAHECH 2N BN 259
NHSAE 717001 ARZ| W20 259 AHSKtE
E & s ol S7(8a% 7K QK|
EUACE O M-S0 AASAE AT, CIXHRL, MAF
WEO FAFSER] Q7| W20 5o MES2
=

|

AN

(=13

=

3 MA AZoIM 2718 $AL, CHE S50
2 XS0} ZME 2 99U} 0|3t 2

A

=

o o
2 =U N0 85 IS DML,

o
ot MFZOlA bAO| XHHEE X o| AT
QX7 £2 of|Ct I1ITE°I e z8E2
QHUX|E ZHiet Mol RACE I AAES
712 XY 50152 E35817| Q8 X
+=28E X7 W20, 2 7tHo| H2|ZL|of
A

MEE2 HFE 2UX|E AOFZE RHEL O
gHo| ZHE2 7140 HF =0t 2H[XHSO]
QHUXE He AS HAH2z SHAU=
A0|RAL. 2H[XSO| X H= AS
HEXOMY, 5252 d59 diE(Eta)2 E
RE S+ QUL D52 2= DG
SH=2 A2|ZL o 2EX|t ZAZY M 2ok
o2 = Bl= RHXE 7|2 AS SO}
UL SHXZF 252 AFEHM FEet BXE
UL O|A2 IA=2 3t0g 1 AlgE dAttss
As O ofg@A TR, 3 20 3 =ME
OfShA[ZAC

ZEH2z, U= 9o g olfs M=o
FOIT =0 ZotA gtostot. HR2 M4
MO0 B2 e=7|"S2 5tolg MAAIZA
a=9 3d8s =0/7| ?lof =2 E£5
Si=CE ettt oiX|g 152 HF =35ttt
HEMM=, TeF AFS0| A DASS

believed that this helped Korean companies
accumulate capital to spend on R&D and facility
investment. Contrary to their expectation, Korean
car companies did not develop their products.
They did not have any incentive to make their cars
better simply because Korean consumers were
willing to buy their cars that were much more
expensive than American cars. As the companies
did not invest in car engines, car design, and new
product development, their products increasingly
lost popularity in the world market and could not
compete with other superior foreign car
manufacturers. This loss of competitiveness had
negative effects on the national economy.

In addition to this, buying expensive domestic
products will end up ruining those who make the
products. Oranges that used to be grown on Jeju
Island in Korea are a good example of this. In the
past, many farmer’s on Jeju Island used to raise
oranges. Since the government put a ban on the
import of oranges to protect local farmers who
grew them, Korean people had to buy Jeju
oranges although the prices were much higher
than those produced in California. The problem
with this policy was that consumers gradually
stopped eating Jeju oranges because the prices
were too high. As soon as consumers stopped
eating the oranges, the farmers could not find
places to sell their produce. They ultimately went
bankrupt. The farmers should have stopped
growing oranges that would never win in a price
competition with California oranges. However,
they constantly made the reckless investment. This
made it harder for them to quit the business, thus
exacerbating the problem.

In conclusion, I strongly disagree with the given
statement for the reasons mentioned above. Some
may argue that the use of domestic products
allows many Korean companies to earn money to
enhance their competitiveness in the world
market. But, they are very naive. In reality, no one
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