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@ Practice
Passage 3: Geology
[Note-Taking]

1. What is the lecture mostly about?

(A) How the three different types of mountain formations have appeared in the U.S.
(B) The importance of mountains to the U.S.

(C) Volcanism'’s impact on the United States’s geological characteristics

(D) A detailed examination of the history of mountain formation

2. What features below are true of tectonic movement? Choose two answers.
(A) They created mountain formations, such as the Appalachians.

(B) Over many years, they have caused the decomposition of soft rock.

(C) They helped separate the Earth’s landmasses into continents.

(D) Their lack of density caused molten rock to protrude through the Earth’s surface.

3. Which mountain or group of mountains was formed by erosion?
(A) The Appalachian Mountains

(B) Mt. Rainier

(C) The Ozark Mountains

(D) Mt. St. Helens

4. Match each process of mountain formation to its description in the table below. Click on a
word. Place the letters where it belongs. Use each word only once.

(A) Plate collision

(B) Erosion

(C) Volcanic eruption

1. Hard rock remains standing after soft rock gradually wears down.
2. Crust plates run into each other and form mountain ranges.

3. Molten rock is pushed to the Earth’s surfade due to density and pressure
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Passage 4:Linguistics

[Note-Taking]

1. What is the lecture mainly about?

(A)  The personal life of Mr. Benjamin Whorf

(B)  Benjamin Whorf's theory of how language impacts human action
(C)  The use of language to ensure safety

(D)  Practical applications of linguistic theory



2. According to the professor, what is the most appropriate definition of linguistic
determinism?

(A) Words can control perceptions.

(B) The anomalies of a language and the behaviors of the speakers are related.

© Each culture may have a different classification of words.

(D) It is concerned with the ways in which language works.

3.  What did Mr. Whorf discover at the investigation site?

(A) Everyone had the potential to be an arsonist.

(B)  People reacted to and behaved differently towards different words.
(C)  People do not believe what is said on labels.

(D)  People did not mind smoking near a full gasoline drum.

4. What behavior gave Benjamin Whorf the idea for his theory?
(A)  People smoking around drums filled with gasoline

(B)  People smoking around empty gasoline drums

(C)  People storing used gasoline drums too close to a source of heat

(D)  People not labeling the gasoline drums correctly
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@ Day 7. Z2| Script

Practice 3

Listen to part of a lecture in a geology class.

P: As you all know from your reading, mountains are formed through three primary processes:
uplift caused by the collision of tectonic plates, the rapid erosion of some kinds of rock, and the
eruption of volcanoes. The United States has examples of all three. Although some processes
formed larger mountain ranges than others, plate collision, erosion, and, um, volcanism are more
or less equally responsible for the great number of mountains in the U.S. The Appalachian
Mountains, stretching from Newfoundland to Alabama, were created by tectonic collision. Ah, yes,
geologists theorize that long ago the Earth’'s continents were actually one large land mass. Over a
long period of time, massive layers of solid rock drifted over the molten rock beneath, eventually
breaking up the continents into the positions we see today. When these solid layers, or plates,
collide, they crumple into waves of solid rock. This uplift results in mountain ranges.

The Appalachian Mountains probably formed as the result of several plate collisions when the
North American plate ran into the African and European plates about 680 million years ago.
Okay, the second thing that causes the development of mountains is erosion. You know that
different kinds of rock wear down at different speeds. When softer rock erodes quickly, leaving
harder rock standing, well, you have a mountain. The Ozark Mountains in Arkansas and Missouri
were formed through this process. Instead of being pushed up by plate collision, existing rock
masses actually eroded at different rates, and the mountains we see are simply the hard rock left
over after softer rock just eroded away.

Now, the third main process of mountain formation is volcanism. Everyone here knows that a
volcano is molten rock that either rises to the surface because it's less dense than the
surrounding rock or is pushed up due to underground pressure. This molten rock sets on the
surface, cools, and can remain as great towering masses, way above sea level. Mount Rainier and
Mount St. Helens both were formed by volcanic eruptions. In the case of Mount St. Helens, which
hasn't even been around 40,000 years yet, continuing volcanic activity in 1980 literally blasted the
top of the mountain clean off, actually decreasing, instead of adding to, its size.

As these three examples show, the mountains of the United States are very diverse formations.
They are made of different materials, and the date and cause of each one's initial formation

differs greatly from that of those of the others. By recognizing this, we can learn a great deal

5



about mountains in general and understand why they can be such an interesting subject for our

studies.
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Practice 4

Listen to part of a lecture in a Linguistics class.

Today, we'll be talking specifically about a theory that discusses the relationship between thinking
and language. It's logical to believe that thinking affects language. This theory explores whether
language, in turn, affects our thinking.

This theory we'll be discussing is called linguistic determinism. The word “linguistic” is used
because it's a theory about language. The word “determinism” is used because this theory
suggests that certain words and word structures might determine how we think. In other words,
the theory indicates that the words we use may cause us to think and behave in particular ways. If
we didn’t use those words at all or chose different words, we might act differently.

The man credited with developing the theory of linguistic determinism is Benjamin Whorf. Born in
1897, Mr. Whorf attended MIT, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, as a chemical
engineering student until 1918. He then began working as an investigator for an insurance
company in Hartford, Connecticut, and his job was to determine the cause of fires and report the
cause to the insurers.

In one case, he found that the fire had been started by someone who smoked while standing
near some empty gasoline containers. As he investigated the site, he discovered that people
working in the building had behaved differently when standing close to containers labeled
“gasoline drums” than when they had been standing near the same containers marked "empty
gasoline drums.” Specifically, the people didn't smoke near the containers labeled “gasoline
drums,” but they did smoke near the drums labeled “empty gasoline drums.” They smoked there
in spite of the fact that empty gasoline drums are often filled with highly flammable vapors, even
when empty. However, the people who started the fire seemed to believe that it was safe to
smoke around empty containers.

This led Whorf to take a look at how people consider language. He noted that the word "empty”
had two definitions: one used to describe physical presence and

one used to describe characteristics other than physical presence. The latter of these two takes
“empty” as being close in meaning to “inactive” or “inert.” The first, on the other hand, can mean
that a container is lacking a certain solid or liquid substance. It is this definition that the word
“empty” on the barrels was referring to. Whorf, however, recognized that, even though the first
meaning was obviously the one being used, people were still associating “empty” with its second

meaning as something safe or inactive. From this, he came up with the Whorf hypothesis, which



states that there is a correlation between the anomalies of a language and how the speakers of

that language behave in the world around them.
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