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Part 3 – Celebrations for families and friends 
 

• What sort of occasions do families and friends like to celebrate? 
 

 I guess there are a number of affairs we celebrate like birthdays, 
anniversaries, graduation, promotions and so on. Among them, birthdays 
and anniversaries, especially wedding anniversaries, are the occasions we 
enjoy celebrating. On one’s birthday, families and friends usually get 
together, have special food, and give gifts to the birthday person. Especially 
in Korea, first and 60th birthdays are considered special. So we usually hold 
a big party thanking and wishing the person’s good health and happy life. 
While birthday is often celebrated as a big party with families and friends, 
wedding anniversary is usually for the couple’s personal party. So, the 
couple celebrate the time having a nice meal and exchanging some 
meaningful presents.  
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- a number of + 복수명사: 많은 명사      - be considered 형용사: 형용사라고 여겨진다 

- on one’s 명사 : 누군가의 ~에서             - 분사구: ~하면서(동시에 일어나는 일) 
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Why not?] 

  not important 

 

 

 

 

Nothing different 
from other days 

Waste of time and 
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• How important are celebrations in people's lives? [Why? I 
Why not?] 

 

 I think it’s crucial for our life. I know there are some people 
who consider them waste of time and money, but I believe 
those people have ignored that our quality of life can be 
formed from the happy memories we build on those special 
days. Celebrating each other’s happiness we enrich our life. 
Also, celebrations are good reasons to see old friends and 
families in our busy life. Even though we are busy, we try to 
catch up with our loving people attending the special events. 
So celebrating special days is very important for us.  
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 I think it’s crucial for our life. I know there are some people who 
consider them waste of time and money, but I believe those people 
have ignored that our quality of life can be formed from the happy 
memories we build on those special days. Celebrating each other’s 
happiness, we enrich our life. Also, celebrations are good reasons to 
see old friends and families in our busy life. Even though we are 
busy, we try to catch up with our loving people attending the 
special events. So celebrating special days is very important for us.  
 

- crucial: 중요한            - 관계대명사 

- ignore:무시하다         - enrich :풍부하게 하다 (cf. weaken, strengthen, enlarge) 

- to 부정사 형용사적 용법 
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 Yes, I believe so. Of course, work is one important part of our 
life, life, but those time we celebrate for someone’s 
happiness is another precious moment of our life. So, to 
strengthen and maintain our relationship with friends and 
families, we shouldn’t miss important celebrations. If it 
requires taking a day off? Yes, why not?  
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• Why do many people enjoy participating in national celebrations? 
 

 Well, probably to remember the real meaning of the day. I mean, in 
our daily life we do not think about those national holidays like 
Independence Day, Thanks Giving Day, etc. It’s kinda the only time 
we actually think about the meanings behind the days doing special 
things or eating special food to celebrate them. For example, we 
plant trees on the Arbor Day and eat rice-cake soup on the New 
Year’s day. While planting trees or eating soup, we think about why 
we do them and what they mean. What’s more, there are a number 
of recreational events on those days like fire works, and special 
games, which people can enjoy with a lot of fun and joy.  

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 
 

• Why do many people enjoy participating in national celebrations? 
 

 Well, probably to remember the real meaning of the day. I mean, in 
our daily life we do not think about those national holidays like 
Independence Day, Thanks Giving Day, etc. It’s kinda the only time 
we actually think about the meanings behind the days doing special 
things or eating special food to celebrate them. For example, we 
plant trees on the Arbor Day and eat rice-cake soup on the New 
Year’s day. While planting trees or eating soup, we think about why 
we do them and what they mean. What’s more, there are a number 
of recreational events on those days like fire works, and special 
games, which people can enjoy with a lot of fun and joy.  

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 
 

• Why do many people enjoy participating in national celebrations? 
 

 Well, probably to remember the real meaning of the day. I mean, in 
our daily life we do not think about those national holidays like 
Independence Day, Thanks Giving Day, etc. It’s kinda the only time 
we actually think about the meanings behind the days doing special 
things or eating special food to celebrate them. For example, we 
plant trees on the Arbor Day and eat rice-cake soup on the New 
Year’s day. While planting trees or eating soup, we think about why 
we do them and what they mean. What’s more, there are a number 
of recreational events on those days like fire works, and special 
games, which people can enjoy with a lot of fun and joy.  

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 
 

• Why do many people enjoy participating in national celebrations? 
 

 Well, probably to remember the real meaning of the day. I mean, in 
our daily life we do not think about those national holidays like 
Independence Day, Thanks Giving Day, etc. It’s kinda the only time 
we actually think about the meanings behind the days doing special 
things or eating special food to celebrate them. For example, we 
plant trees on the Arbor Day and eat rice-cake soup on the New 
Year’s day. While planting trees or eating soup, we think about why 
we do them and what they mean. What’s more, there are a number 
of recreational events on those days like fire works, and special 
games, which people can enjoy with a lot of fun and joy.  

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 

 

• Have national celebrations become more or less important 
over time? [Why?] 

 

• What sort of things do you think countries will celebrate in 
the future? 

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 

 

 What to think about  

       

- Tense? 

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 

 

• Have national celebrations become more or less important 
over time? [Why?] 

 

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 

 

 What to think about  

       

- Tense? 

- Understanding the questions? 

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 

 

• Have national celebrations become more or less important 
over time? [Why?] 

 

 

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 

 

• Have national celebrations become more or less important 
over time? [Why?] 

 

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 

 

• Have national celebrations become more or less important 
over time? [Why?] 

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 

 

 What to think about  

       

- Tense? 

- Understanding the questions? 

- Ideas & structure? 

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 

 

• Have national celebrations become more or less important over 
time? [Why?] 

 less 

 

 

 Busy life style 

Weak awareness 
of the historical, 

cultural 
background 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 

 

• Have national celebrations become more or less important over 
time? [Why?] 

 less 

 

 

 

No time to 
think about 

them  

Not interested or 
educated compared 

to the past 

Busy life style 

Weak awareness 
of the historical, 

cultural 
background 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 

 

 What to think about  

       

- Tense? 

- Understanding the questions? 

- Ideas & structure? 

- How to start? 

 

 

 



P. 206 

Part 3 – National celebrations 
 

• Have national celebrations become more or less important over time? [Why?] 
 

 Definitely less important it has become. There must be a number of reasons 
involved to this declining participation or fading interests in national celebrations, 
but I think the main reason is because of the rat race modern people are living in. 
People sacrifice more and more of their time to achieve their goal to succeed, but 
still they feel it’s not enough. So when they find extra time like national holidays, 
instead of participating in the celebrations having some time off work, they tend 
to use it for their work or spend it resting. Another reason could be because of 
lack of awareness. I mean, compared to the past, people have been less and less 
educated, therefore, interested in national holidays. Why they are important, 
what happened in its history, what it could mean to some people, all these 
details are not fully understood and appreciated to some people. I think because 
of these reasons they have been losing their importance over time.  
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 Definitely less important it has become. There must be a number of reasons involved 
to this declining participation or fading interests in national celebrations, but I think 
the main reason is because of the rat race modern people are living in. People 
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interested in national holidays. Why they are important, what happened in its history, 
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their importance over time.  
 

- rat race : 경쟁사회 

- lack of awareness : 인식부족 
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 What to think about  

       

- Tense? 

- Understanding the questions? 

- Ideas & structure? 

- How to start? 
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Part 3 – National celebrations 
 

• What sort of things do you think countries will celebrate in the future? 
 

 You mean the things that we don’t have right now? Well, I think things 
involved in environment are going to be more celebrated in the near 
future. Over last couple of decades, we have seen fast changing 
climates and weathers all over the world and now we are more and 
more concerned about them. If this trend continues, countries will try 
to celebrate days like Water Day, Sun-light Day, The Coldest Day, so that 
people can get more interested in the problems we face. In addition, 
maybe each country will try more to emphasize their identities through 
setting them as national holidays. As the world is getting more and 
more globalized, many raise identity issue. Some worry about us losing 
our own identity completely. So, I imagine many countries will try to 
remind their own people of who they are to succeed their culture and 
uniqueness. So maybe we’ll have days like Korean Food Day, Korean 
Language Day, Korean Clothing day and so on.  
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