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¢ Planning and organizing your ideas
¢ Improving your task response score

e Writing an introduction



Writing Task 2 P.119

Getting ready to write



1 Understanding the task

1.1 The words and phrases 1-8 are often used in Writing Task 2. Match

them with their correct meanings A-H.

1 to what extent
2 positive trend
3 a factor

4 an approach

5 to regard

6 to outline

7 to discuss

8 relevant

A connected to the topic

B to give a summary of

C a means of achieving something
D to consider the different sides

E how far or how much

F to view or judge

G a change for the better

H an element or condition
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1.1 Read statements 1-6 carefully and make sure that you understand P.119
them. Then match the statements to questions A-E.

A What are the advantages and disadvantages of each system?
B Discuss both statements and give your own opinion.

C To what extent do you think this is a positive trend?

D How realistic do you think this is?

E To what extent do you agree or disagree with this view?

1 Children have to be educated, but they also have to be allowed to learn
things for themselves.

2 ‘Advertisements spoil our enjoyment of today's entertainment.” ‘I think
the adverts are often more enjoyable than the programmes they
interrupt.

3 The world would be a happier place if we all enjoyed our work.



1.1 Read statements 1-6 carefully and make sure that you understand P.119
them. Then match the statements to questions A-E.

A What are the advantages and disadvantages of each system?
B Discuss both statements and give your own opinion.

C To what extent do you think this is a positive trend?

D How realistic do you think this is?

E To what extent do you agree or disagree with this view?

1 Children have to be educated, but they also have to be allowed to learn
things for themselves. (D/E)

2 ‘Advertisements spoil our enjoyment of today's entertainment.” ‘I think
the adverts are often more enjoyable than the programmes they
interrupt.” (B)

3 The world would be a happier place if we all enjoyed our work. (D/E)



1.1 Read statements 1-6 carefully and make sure that you understand P.119
them. Then match the statements to questions A-E.

A What are the advantages and disadvantages of each system?
B Discuss both statements and give your own opinion.

C To what extent do you think this is a positive trend?

D How realistic do you think this is?

E To what extent do you agree or disagree with this view?

4 Computers allow us to stay connected with each other. However, they
also encourage people not to go out and socialise.

5 Some countries reduce inner-city traffic by increasing public transport.
Others impose a tax on people who drive in the city.

6 Nowadays, more people are travelling to remote places, spreading their
own language and culture as a result.
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them. Then match the statements to questions A-E.

A What are the advantages and disadvantages of each system?
B Discuss both statements and give your own opinion.

C To what extent do you think this is a positive trend?

D How realistic do you think this is?

E To what extent do you agree or disagree with this view?

4 Computers allow us to stay connected with each other. However, they
also encourage people not to go out and socialise. (B/E)

5 Some countries reduce inner-city traffic by increasing public transport.
Others impose a tax on people who drive in the city. (A)

6 Nowadays, more people are travelling to remote places, spreading their
own language and culture as a result. (C)



2. Planning and organizing your ideas P.120
Step 1 decide on your position and attitude

2.2 Study the following Writing Task 2 question.

The internet allows us to stay connected with each other no matter where
we are. On the other hand, it also isolates us and encourages people not
to socialise.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with these statements?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from
your own knowledge or experience.




The internet allows us to stay connected with each other no matter where
we are. On the other hand, it also isolates us and encourages people not
to socialise.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with these statements?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from
your own knowledge or experience.

You must include You can include

P.120



The internet allows us to stay connected with each other no matter where P.120
we are. On the other hand, it also isolates us and encourages people not
to socialise.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with these statements?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from
your own knowledge or experience.

You must include You can include
e your own opinion about the * examples from your own personal
statements. experience. BUT these must be

* the reasons for your opinion. relevant to the question



Step 2 note down any ideas about the topic P.121

The examiner will mark your Writing Task 2 based on specific criteria.

One of these is Task Response. To achieve a good Task Response score,
you must

e explain your own opinions on the topic

e support your opinions (e.g. with personal examples or your
knowledge of the world)

e include only relevant ideas

e write 250 words



2.4 Look at these ideas that a candidate noted to answer the question in
2.2. Cross out four ideas that are not relevant to the task and should not
be included.

1. Instant communication (e.g. emails/text messages) means that it is
difficult to escape from work.

2. The internet makes it easier to do your homework.

3. In my company, computers have replaced many staff and have
caused more unemployment.

4. A friend of mine uses a social - networking site a great deal but we

rarely see her.
5. Virtual friends made on the internet cannot be compared to our

actual friends and family.

P.121
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2.4 Look at these ideas that a candidate noted to answer the question in
2.2. Cross out four ideas that are not relevant to the task and should not
be included.

6. | learned to type using a computer programs, these programs make
it easy to understand computers and make learning fun.

7. My cousin travelled for a year but kept in touch with his family every
day.

8. With more and more technological advances, our society will
continue to develop faster and faster.

9. Through the internet, we can share memories with people who are
far away.
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Step 3: organise your ideas into paragraphs

2.6 Put the ideas into the correct box below.

For: the internet helps us to stay connected:

1. Instant communication (e.g. emails/text messages) means that it is
difficult to escape from work.

2. The internet makes it easier to do your homework.

3. In my company, computers have replaced many staff and have
caused more unemployment.

4. A friend of mine uses a social - networking site a great deal but we
rarely see her.

5. Virtual friends made on the internet cannot be compared to our
actual friends and family.
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Step 3: organise your ideas into paragraphs

2.6 Put the ideas into the correct box below.

Against: the internet isolates us stay connected:

1. Instant communication (e.g. emails/text messages) means that it is
difficult to escape from work.

2. The internet makes it easier to do your homework.

3. In my company, computers have replaced many staff and have

caused more unemployment.
4. A friend of mine uses a social - networking site a great deal but we

rarely see her.
5. Virtual friends made on the internet cannot be compared to our

actual friends and family.
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Step 4: check that you have enough ideas
2.7 Which side of the argument do we need to add more to?

2.8 Which of the following ideas would be best to add?
A. The business world benefits from the immediate contact
provided by the internet.
B. The internet has both advantages and disadvantages.
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3 Getting started - writing an introduction

3.2 In this introduction for the Writing Task in 2.2, too many words have
been copied from the question. Improve the introduction by replacing
the underlined phrases. Use the words from the box.

keep in touch however anywhere in the world
obsession stay at home see their friends

The internet is a wonderful tool that helps us to stay connected with each
other no matter where we are. On the other hand, some websites
encourage us not to socialise.

P.123
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3 Getting started - writing an introduction

3.2 In this introduction for the Writing Task in 2.2, too many words have
been copied from the question. Improve the introduction by replacing
the underlined phrases. Use the words from the box.

keep in touch however anywhere in the world

obsession stay at home see their friends

The internet is a wonderful tool that helps us to keep in touch anywhere
in the world. However, some websites can become an obsession and may
encourage people to stay at home instead of going out to see their
friends.
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