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P.110 Academic Writing Task 1 
 
Describing maps  



1 Describing a map 
 
  

P.110 

The following maps show the changes that have taken place in the 
centre of a town since 1700. 

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main 
features, and make comparisons where relevant. 
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1.2 Complete the sentences with the correct feature. 
 
 
1 The                          , which is right in the centre of the town, has not 

changed in 300 years. 
 
2 According to the 1700s map, there was a              in the bottom right-

hand corner. 
 
3 Another feature that has remained the same is the              located in 

the centre, to the right of the market square. 
 
4 The row of             that can be seen in the bottom centre of both maps, 

has changed little over the years. 
 

house       shops       market square     church  
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1.2 Complete the sentences with the correct feature. 
 
 
1 The market square, which is right in the centre of the town, has not 

changed in 300 years. 
 
2 According to the 1700s map, there was a house in the bottom right-

hand corner. 
 
3 Another feature that has remained the same is the church located in 

the centre, to the right of the market square. 
 
4 The row of shops that can be seen in the bottom centre of both maps, 

has changed little over the years. 
 

house       shops       market square     church  
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1.3 Complete the sentences with the correct location. 
 
 
 
1 Steggle Farm, which can be seen                                                         of the 

1700s map, is no longer there.  
 
2 To                      the market square is the hotel, which has changed  

considerably over the years. 
 
3 In the                                       both maps, there is a bridge. 
 
4 In the 1700s, there were stables located                                              the 

church. 
 

the left of                 to the right of/on the right-hand side of 

in the bottom left-hand corner          top left-hand corner of  
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P.111 1.3 Complete the sentences with the correct location. 
 
 
 
1 Steggle Farm, which can be seen in the bottom left-hand corner of the 

1700s map, is no longer there.  
 
2 To the left of the market square is the hotel, which has changed 

considerably over the years. 
 
3 In the top left-hand corner of both maps, there is a bridge. 
 
4 In the 1700s, there were stables located to the right of/on the right 

hand of the church. 
 

the left of                 to the right of/on the right-hand side of 

in the bottom left-hand corner          top left-hand corner of  
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2 Describing changes in a place 
2.2 Complete these sentences with the correct form of verbs from 2.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Goode Farm has now been                   with a car park. 
 
2 The hotel has been                                                      the size it was in 

1700. 
 
3 Though many of their names have remained the same, all of the  

roads                                                  . 
 

expanded/extended/developed              replaced   

have now been added:have been improved/modernised 

have been removed                 have been modernised/improved  
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2 Describing changes in a place 
2.2 Complete these sentences with the correct form of verbs from 2.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Goode Farm has now been replaced with a car park. 
 
2 The hotel has been expanded/extended/developed  the size it was in 

1700. 
 
3 Though many of their names have remained the same, all of the  

roads have been modernised/improved. 
 

expanded/extended/developed              replaced   

have now been added:have been improved/modernised 

have been removed                 have been modernised/improved  
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2 Describing changes in a place 
2.2 Complete these sentences with the correct form of verbs from 2.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
4 The traffic lights, roundabout and zebra crossing, which were not 

needed in 1700,                                        now,                                       and 
the road surfaces                           . 

 
5 The stables                                   and replaced with a block of flats. 
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2 Describing changes in a place 
2.2 Complete these sentences with the correct form of verbs from 2.1. 
 
 
 
 
 
4 The traffic lights, roundabout and zebra crossing, which were not 

needed in 1700, have now been added now, have been improved and 
the road surfaces modernised. 

 
5 The stables have been removed and replaced with a block of flats. 
 

P.112 

expanded/extended/developed              replaced   

have now been added:have been improved/modernised 

have been removed                 have been modernised/improved  
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3 Grammatical accuracy 
3.1 Correct the 10 mistakes underlined on the answer below 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The two maps (1)allows us to see the changes in one small town over a 
300-year period. In the 1700s, the town was relatively small and 
(2)consists of a few farms and houses gathered around a central market 
place and church. Transport (3)restricted to horses at that time so the 
roads were very basic. Having said that, the roads were clearly marked 
and the river had a bridge running across it. 
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3 Grammatical accuracy 
3.1 Correct the 10 mistakes underlined on the answer below 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The two maps (1)allow us to see the changes in one small town over a 
300-year period. In the 1700s, the town was relatively small and 
(2)consisted of a few farms and houses gathered around a central market 
place and church. Transport (3)was restricted to horses at that time so the 
roads were very basic. Having said that, the roads were clearly marked 
and the river had a bridge running across it. 
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P.112 3 Grammatical accuracy 
3.1 Correct the 10 mistakes underlined on the answer below 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the present-day town, a great deal (4)changing. Perhaps the most 
noticeable changes are those relating to transportation. Our modern-day 
needs are very different and so the roads (5)are improving and traffic 
lights, a roundabout and a zebra crossing (6)been adding, as well as an 
extra road. Increased  traffic means that a car park (7)now replaced 
Goode farm and the fields that (8)are locate at the top of the 1700 map. 
Housing is another area where many changes (9)are made. While in 1700 
there were few houses, now there are rows of houses and a block of flats 
instead of the stables . A further development is the supermarket and the 
hotel, which (10)is extending. 



  

 

  

3 Grammatical accuracy 
3.1 Correct the 10 mistakes underlined on the answer below 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the present-day town, a great deal (4)has changed. Perhaps the most 
noticeable changes are those relating to transportation. Our modern-day 
needs are very different and so the roads (5)have been improved and 
traffic lights, a roundabout and a zebra crossing (6) have been added, as 
well as an extra road. Increased  traffic means that a car park (7)has now 
replaced Goode farm and the fields that (8)are located at the top of the 
1700 map. Housing is another area where many changes (9)have been  
made. While in 1700 there were few houses, now there are rows of 
houses and a block of flats instead of the stables . A further development 
is the supermarket and the hotel, which (10)has been extended. 
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